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We started the year full of hope that Covid had passed, but
that was not to be the case. Despite this we persevered and
ensured our children had the usual rich experiences.
This half term’s culture afternoon celebrated Arabic and
our parents delighted us with food, dance, language and song.
As well as focussing on safer internet week, we celebrated
Number Day with lots of interesting activities taking place
all over the school.
Geography week focussed on sustainability
and has led to the school signing up for food
waste bins, buying more litter pickers and
increasing staff and pupil awareness of the
issues.
Wishing you all a restful half term break.
Ms D’Souza, Headteacher

5 Franklin
Arab
Culture
Day

I learned how to make fatoush.
Aiham
My favourite thing was how to
make Arabic food. I found out about
the clothes that Arabic people wear.
Amelia

Year 5 were given a wonderful insight into
Arab culture and its language, music, dance and food.

The thing I
enjoyed the most
about Arabic culture
was seeing the
beautiful handmade
outfits and I like the
Arabic salad too.

Emilia

I loved the food
and the dancing.
I especially
enjoyed learning
about the culture
and the
language. The
music was great
too. Maryam
The food was
different and I
learned that they
speak a different
language. I enjoyed
the food, learning
about the dances and
exploring the cultures.
Kenzie

Number day 2022

By Janelia and Bethany
On Number Day (Friday 4th February) our school has participated in various
activities for the NSPCC charity. One of the activities were dressing up with something to do with numbers such as calculator, dice and dominos (not the pizza
company J). Many children were wearing innovative costumes: check the school
dojo for some pictures!
We also did something called The Benefactor, where we had to help a millionaire named Benny Factor - with organising his money to give back to his hometown. We
have also played a game called Math millionaire. It was really exciting and the
children that won Math Millionaire got a treat. It was an enjoyable way to earn our
“money” and test our maths skills.

Natural History Museum – Virtual Workshop on Evolution

By Nekayva and Kaia
On Tuesday, 8th February, we had a virtual workshop on the theory of evolution
(hosted by the scientist from Natural History Museum). Year 6 discovered new facts
about what evolution is and how it happens, for example, evolution is based on
the change of different species due to the change of their environment. During our
workshop, we discovered that everything has adapted to a way of life. Many
creatures were born small and fragile but as their environment changed, they have
also changed to shape they are today; however, the process is continuous. Did you
know that horses were born to be small, fast animals but have adapted to be big
muscular mammals? You can also find out more about Charles Darwin and his
evolutionary biology – a topic Year 6 will be covering in the Summer term.

Year 2 have had amazing learning experiences this half
of Spring term. We enjoyed Geography Week, where in
an exhibition we travelled around the world looking at
the different environmental issues of the continents of the
world. Year 2 were very excited when we had a special
visitor during Culture Day. We learnt all about the Arabic
culture and language!

We also experienced Arabic
Food. We tasted some
authentic salad and Tunisian
Dates. The children danced to
Arabic music and learnt about
how many of the modern
things we have today can be
originated from Arabic
countries.

The steps to an Arabic
dance is to move your
leg right, left and then
turn over! Hania

The children had the opportunity to learn
and say the different letters in the Arabic
alphabet. Our special visitor gave each of
us our name in Arabic!

Did you know that you
have to write from right
to left in Arabic? Gabriel

We went swimming every day for 2 weeks.
Everyone improved their swimming skills. I
made progress in breaststroke and
backstroke. On the last day we had to swim
in our pyjamas to experience what it would
be like if we fell into water. Then we practised In science we have been investigating
lifesaving by using our pyjamas like a rope. forces. Gravity is what stops you floating
away. Galileo did an experiment where
Sahasra and Sienna
he dropped two different sized balls from
the top of the Leaning Tower of Piza.
Both balls hit the ground at the same
time. We did this experiment from the top
of the stairs. At first the balls landed at
different times because one had holes in
which affected the air resistance. Then
we used two different sized, solid balls
and they landed together. We also
investigated air resistance using
rotocopters. Changing the direction of the
blades made them spin in different
directions.
Ethan and Zain

In geography, we have been studying volcanoes. A volcano occurs
when magma rises to the surface of the Earth and erupts. People live
around volcanoes for many reasons such as tradition, religion, fertile
soil and cheaper homes. In some countries (such as Iceland) people
heat their homes and water using heat from beneath the land. We did
Now Press Play and experienced the volcanic eruption that buried
Pompeii. We also learned how to protect ourselves in case of an
earthquake. Corey and Xin Yue

What a wonderful first half term of 2022!
We have been very busy learning about a variety of different topics form Antarctica to plant and Arabic too.
We were joining by the lovely Mrs Brey as part of the SCITT teacher training program and we also welcomed some
new students into our classroom.

As part of Geography week, we learned
about the effects global warming is
having on Antarctica. We discovered
the ice melting at a concerning rate
and as a class we discussed many
ways that could change things. We
wrote letters, designed informational
posters and created Antarctic animals
out of clay. We all agreed that if we
each make small changes, we can
change the world!

Our science lessons this half term have been
focused on plants. We have dissected
flowers and celery to understand how plants
really work. One of our experiments
included putting celery into a pot of food
colouring mixed with water to see how
water travels around the plant. The
experiment worked really well and we saw
the journey water makes. What part of the
plant do you think has the most important
job and why?

In our final week of half term we were lucky enough
to be visited by some of our lovely Arabic families.
They introduced to some Arabic language, immersed
into their culture with traditional dancing and even
got to make and taste the delicious Arabic dish
called Fattoush. The children were impeccably
behaved and I was so proud of them for all trying
the food too. We talked about what culture we
would like to celebrate next Cultural Day. What
culture could share with our class?

“This year the theme for Number Day was Money!”

Logan, “If I won the lottery, I
would buy a Ferrari!”

Sophie: “If I won the lottery,, I would
give money to charity.”

Geography Week
This year the theme for Geography Week was
‘Climate Change.’
“In Year 2 we focused on water
pollution in Europe.”
“Did you know that one of the main sources of water pollution is fishing nets!”

“Did you know over 1 million sea birds and 100,000 sea
mammals are killed by pollution every year!”

“During the week we created posters, paintings and fact files all
related to water pollution.”

Culture day

Curie class loved hearing all about Arabic
culture from Dima (Maryam’s mum). We
learned about the alphabet, numbers,
clothing, food and dance. There was even
some food for everyone to try themselves.
It was lovely to see some of our own class
in their traditional Arabic dress too.

Number day

On number day we thought and wrote
about what we would spend our money
on if we suddenly received millions of
pounds. There were some interesting ideas such as buying dragons, Poundland(?)
and even Dwayne Johnson. In the
afternoon we also enjoyed playing some
new maths games in PE.

Geography week
In Geography week, Year 4 were learning
about North America, with a particular focus
on sustainability. We researched and made
fact files about the 50 states which we shared
with the rest of the school. Also, in science,
we learned about the greenhouse effect and
showed how this causes temperatures to increase by creating a chemical reaction in our
classroom.

Some of the things we learnt were about Arabic clothing, this can change depending on the country
you are in. We learnt about the Arabic alphabet and tried writing Arabic numbers. Our favourite
was the Arabic music and the dancing.

Number Day, learning the concept of smaller and the reverse, number bonds of numbers beyond
10 and how to transverse addition + and subtraction— number sentences are just a few of the
maths learning this half term.

Digiduck and the Magic Castle By Lindsay

Our Newspaper
front pages
about the
Chinese New
Year animal
race that decided the names of
the Chinese
years.

As a part of our history topic this half-term,
the children have been given the task of
uncovering information about their
stone-age ancestors. The question being
this… Would you rather be a nomad or a
settler? This question has led to many
wonderful discussions and activities to help
answer this question.

To launch the topic, the children were
given the task of creating their own
‘dwelling’ from items that they could
find. This led to great collaboration
amongst the group who ensured that
the structure would provide them with
the necessary protection from the
elements and potential dangers faced
by the people of the stone-age.

Although the topic has not yet been
completed, we have been impressed by
how the class are building up a picture
of what life would have been like for the
different groups of stone age. Thinking
carefully about identifying and
comparing what life would have been
like for nomads and settlers. We hope
they continue to enjoy the things we still
have in store!

This term, we celebrated
number day with a range of
number-related activities.
We dressed up in clothes
that had numbers on them
and some of our class even
made elaborate costumes
that included maths.
We were given a challenge
to complete: Mr Benny
Factor wanted to spend his
money on improving his
home town but didn’t know
how to budget or where best
to spend it. We had to come up with a plan on how he could spend his
money to improve the lives of the villagers.
We started by thinking about what we would do with one million
pounds. We thought about how we could spend it to improve our own
life, our family’s lives and our friends’ lives. Once we knew this, then we
could apply it to Benny’s hometown.
We also found ways to
include maths in our PE
lesson. We played a game
where we earned points for
flipping cones. We competed
in teams and things got very
intense because you had the
choice of earning points or
taking points away from the
other teams.
It was great to spend a full
day on maths and to make
up some new games that we
can play in the future.

Number Day!

“We learnt lots about Money and 1p is the
smallest amount.”
“There are 200 pennies in a £2 coin!”
“The £2 coin is the biggest amount.”
“Five 1p’s make 5p altogether.”

Geography Week!
“There are lots of animals that live in
the rainforest, even poisonous frogs
and leopards”.
“ We always need to make sure to put
our litter in the bin.”
“The rainforest is very hot and it can
rain a lot in the day and in the night.”

Safer Internet Week!
“ We have to use the internet safely on our tablets.”
“We should only use the apps that we know, because it will
not be safe.”
“ We need to make sure to not
click on the popups.”

e

During our trip to the RAF museum, we got to have an amazing tour of all the
hangers which displayed aircrafts from the war. As we got to the first hanger,
we put our lunch away and set out for our journey. At the start we all took part
in a scavenger hunt where we had to find loads of planes (there were so many!)
and most peoples’ favourite was the spitfire which was in the humongous
hanger 4,5,6.
When we went into hanger 3, we saw all the gear and missiles that the soldiers
has used in the both World War 1 and 2. After that, we stopped for our lunch
break and then got ready for our World War 2 classroom experience!
During our tour of hanger 2, as we saw triplanes as well as biplanes which was
really interesting. Hope you enjoyed reading about our trip.

My favourite part was the wartime classroom because we were instructed to
write with an ink pen into a book, on a label and identification pass—Anshu

I enjoyed looking at the planes, especially the Avro Lancaster plane ( it was a
bomber plane). I also learnt that during the Blitz teachers has to wear a gown
that looked similar to a graduation gown! - Nevaan

On Wednesday 9th February we celebrated Culture Day; a celebration of the
many cultures we have in our community. The children took part in language
learning activities, food tasting, traditional dances and much more. This term
our focus was Arabic culture and a group of super mums helped organise the
event and share their experiences of a fascinating culture and language. The
children of Arabic heritage came to school wearing their traditional clothes
and shared their customs and habits with their friends. It was a festival of
colours, flavours and sounds that everyone at Hermitage will remember.
Mrs Briguglio

