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Hermitage awarded Quality Mark
for excellence in Science
We are delighted to announce that Hermitage has been awarded
the Primary Science Quality Mark. Even though it has been an
incredibly challenging year, the reviewers were very impressed
by the high quality of our submission and they commented that
the commitment to leading science at Hermitage over the last
demanding 18 months has been outstanding.

At Hermitage Primary School we have a number of
children whose first language is not English or who are
bilingual. Therefore, we have decided to introduce a
new event called Language of the Month. Each term
we will focus on a new language that is spoken by
children in our School. We believe it will give children
the opportunity to show respect for each other’s
languages and cultures and it will also give us all the
opportunity to broaden our skills!
This month is all about Punjabi language. On Tuesday
11 May, we celebrated Punjabi as the language of the Month. Children with
Punjabi heritage came to school wearing colourful, traditional clothing and
brought in Punjabi books and ornaments. They have told their class-mates
about festivals, traditions and they have even taught them how to cook
traditional recipes. In addition, children have learnt greetings, numbers as
well as Bhangra dancing. We have also encouraged parents to get involved
and we are extremely grateful for all volunteers who have contributed to
make the day memorable and fun.
th

3 PANKHURST CLASS
CSI Science Day
Pankhurst worked so well on our CSI
days. They thought systematically and
swiftly to bring the chocolate thief to
justice. They learnt how to take finger
prints, write and read coded messages
and most importantly learnt the things to
look out for when solving a crime. The
police came and the children learnt a lot
and asked some amazing questions. They
were all very excited to see Mr Weir in
handcuffs.
It was so exciting trying to figure out
who stole the chocolate! We found footprints, string, fingerprint and other clues
that proved Mr Weir stole it! - Nishant

DT
The children have spent a long time
researching different dips this term
and really enjoyed tasting the
different options out there!
Tasting the dips was fun some were
really tasty but others were horrible.
Ronnie

Now Press Play
The children have learnt through ‘Now
Press Play’ this term. They learned about
the eruption of Vesuvius in Pompeii
linking to our Geography topic.
It was so much fun, I really felt like I
was there. I loved playing one of the
characters, it made it so exciting! - Zara

In DT, we have been designing and
planning to make our own fruit salad.

We have learnt how
to chop a banana,
cut an apple, peel
an orange and
scoop out
pomegranate seeds

We enjoyed tasting a
variety of fruits. Our
favourite fruit was a
kiwi!

We took on the role of being crime scene
investigators to find out what happened
to our classroom!

Who did it?

We had such a
fun day
investigating
fingerprints
and footprints.
We also
compared the
handwriting
left by the
suspect to help
us solve the
crime!

We had a visit from
police and informed
them of our crime! We
also asked lots of
questions to find out
what it is like to be a
police officer.

HELP!!! Someone has taken
me from the classroom and
left a series of clues behind!
Can Curie class identify the
perpetrator using the evidence
that they find?

As a part of ‘Science Day’,
the class became detectives
to solve the mystery of who
had taken the class cactus
‘Mr Prickles!.
As each hour passed, the
mystery grew deeper and
deeper, with clues being
discovered that would lead
the class to identify the
culprit!

#saveprickles

The children were able to ask the local
‘Community Police Officers’ for advice and
learn about the day-to-day activities that
they had to perform to keep people safe and
solve crimes in real-life.
We really enjoyed analysing
our finger prints and comparing
them to other people’s. We
learnt so much!

The children analysed examples of handwriting to
see if they could identify patterns and similarities
to the ransom note. We discovered
‘chromatography’, which allowed us to identify
the type of pen the cactus-napper used.
The class found the experience really engaging
and gave them lots of opportunities to discuss
and share thoughts by thinking scientifically!

This half term in PSHE,
we have been looking at
changes in our bodies. We
have been discussing the
changes we have made
since birth and reflecting
back on our milestone
achievements from birth.
2 Parks made a timeline
and documented all their
achievements so far….
CSI day in 2 Parks. What a
day that was! Somebody
broke into Miss Fitzsimons’
classroom and destroyed her
reading corner. Thankfully
with the help and advice from
PC Middleton, the children
were able to identify foot
prints, handwriting and finger
prints using their scientific
and forensic minds. The
suspect was successfully
caught!

Language of the month this month was Punjabi. Gurleen made a PowerPoint at home and kindly taught us all the numbers and colours in Punjabi!
We learnt all about the Punjabi flag and even practised some Bhangra
dancing. It was a superb day!

6 Da Vinci
Bikeability
by Bobi and Dina

We really enjoyed Bikeability as it was fun and
we learned a lot about how to stay safe and
protect ourselves on the roads. The main hazards
are obviously, cars, but they can also be pedestrians and even objects that
may block your way while you ride your bike. Another thing we were
taught was how to cross a road on a bike—we now know the steps to go
through in your head to do it safely. It was an amazing experience and will
certainly help us to cycle safely to school next year.

DT: Food
Technology
By Lily and Logan
This term in D.T., we were
focussing on different fruit: we
tasted it; identified it; and evaluated it based
on different criteria. During the lessons, we also
gained more knowledge about food hygiene and
different ways to cut up fruit and not hurt
yourself. Currently, we are planning to make
our own mocktails with a variety of fabulous
fruit from St Lucia!

5 Franklin

This term, 5F have been
learning about Earth and
Space in Science:
Prior to commencing the
topic, the children have
demonstrated that they are
extremely knowledgeable.
We have endeavoured to
make as much of our
science work practical to
increase engagement in our
learning.
Using torches, a ball and a
figure attached to the round
object representing the sun,
the children investigated
how day and night occurs.

We became investigators
to find out who had
committed the mysterious
crime!
We had to:
1.
2.
3.

In DT we have been
researching different fruits
so that we can make our
own fruit salad.

FRUIT CUTTING

FRUIT TASTING

6 Seacole
Number Day
This year for Number Day, Upper School, Lower School
and EYFS took part in a Number Day QR code quiz.
They had to find hidden barcodes assigned to their
year group and answer different maths problems. Back
in the classroom, children engaged with mathematical
art, puzzles and riddles.

CSI Day
For Science week, Year 6 had a crime to solve!
They transformed into forensic scientists and
worked together to find out who stole the 6S ‘Hero
of the day’ treat box. They analysed fingerprint
and handwriting samples which were then
matched to a member of staff. Pupils were also
visited by a local police officer
who spent some time
answering questions about life
as a police officer and their
experience with forensics at a
crime scene.

Year 4 have been researching,
designing and creating nutritious
salads. This has helped us develop
our knowledge of the major food
groups and how to have a
balanced diet.
First of all, we looked into the kinds
of foods that fall under the different food groups and what each
food group contributes to our body.
Once we had knowledge of what a
balanced salad would look like, we
then had to consider the taste!
We were given different fruits and
vegetables that you might find in a
salad. We tried them to understand
their taste, texture and aroma. This helped us decide what we
wanted to put into our salad.
After that, we learned how to
prepare our salad. We practised
peeling, chopping and grating so
that when we do prepare our
own food, we know how we
would like it served.

For two days, 5B investigated the case of
the missing stationery. Every teacher
was suspected but, rather than jumping
to conclusions, 5B first learned then
applied forensic detective skills. The
children became experts in one of four
skills—fingerprinting, chromatography,
handwriting and footprint analysis.
Then, they taught their team mates and
put their skills into practice to solve the
crime. A highlight of the days was a visit
from a police officer who talked about the
vital role science plays in police work.
“Best lesson ever!”
“Was it you, Mrs Colgan?”
“This is so much fun!”
“It can’t be this suspect because their
fingerprints have right leaning loop but
the one at the scene is a double loop.”

“Mr Richardson dunnit!”

Late, one evening a teacher
came in and stole Mrs
Spencer's best chocolate!
Mozart therefore spent the day
investigating who the suspect
could be. We looked at footprints, finger prints and wrote
down all our clues. Thankfully
with the help of PC Middleton
we found our perpetrator;
Miss Caple!

In our computing lessons we are
learning all about programming
through robot algorithms. So far we
have practised giving instructions,
predicting their outcomes and
creating our very own maps for the
robots. It is so much fun!
In DT we are making delicious fruit
smoothies! So far we have researched
and found that the term ‘smoothie’
wasn’t known until the 1920’s! We
have just started designing our
smoothies and from taking part
in a taste test, decided which
fruit combinations are best! Now we just need to
make them and we CAN’T wait!!

3 GANDHI CLASS
CSI Science Day
The children and I were so excited about our
CSI days linked to Science last week. Our classroom was transformed into a crime scene and a
police investigation team. They gathered, sorted
and looked closely at potential clues. Who was
the culprit? Gandhi class narrowed the suspects
down to a final two. Then they had to decide,
based on the evidence, who the culprit was.
They used their oracy skills to present their
findings to the rest of the class.
What I enjoyed most about CSI day was
looking for all the clues and seeing all the police
officer’s equipment.
Shiloh

Number Day
On Friday 7th May we celebrated Number
day to raise funds for NSPCC. The children
amazed me with their wonderful outfits
and imagination.
We had fun solving lots of mathematical
problems throughout the day.

Superstars
Gandhi class have been exceptional at lining
up quietly, both in the classroom and out in the
playground. This has not gone unnoticed as
we received four lining up stars from Tracy last
week, and we already have two out of two for
this week!
Nora.

