Learning Together, Building Futures

Be the best that you can be!

Welcome

The minute you walk through our doors at
Hermitage Primary, you cannot fail to notice the
warm, family feel that permeates our school.
Hermitage is a happy, welcoming, stimulating environment where everyone
cares about each other and all interactions are based on mutual respect. We are
a community school and from their first tentative sessions in Nursery through to
their final days in Year 6, we strive to teach our pupils their place in the school,
the community and beyond.
At Hermitage, we believe passionately
that all children deserve the very best
that we can offer and that a highquality primary education will build
better futures.

Elaine D’Souza
Headteacher

Parents as Partners
We believe that children achieve best when parents/carers and teachers work
together in partnership to support learning. We strongly encourage parents to
be part of their child’s education. Attending Parents’ Evenings, volunteering in
school, attending information sessions and a wide range of other organised
activities help parents understand school better and how they can support their
children to make the most of their time with us.
We have a variety of workshops where
parents can find out about how and what
their children learn and how they can
provide support at home. We are always
looking for new ways to work with parents
and warmly welcome any suggestions.
Before children start in Foundation stage,
parents are invited to attend an induction
meeting where they are able to meet the
staff who will be teaching and caring for
their children. The children are also invited
on a pre-school visit with their parents to
The school organises home visits
before children start the nursery, or
Reception (if they are new to the
school), so that the child can get to
know staff in a familiar setting. This
is also an opportunity for parents to
share information about their child.
Parents are invited to attend the
weekly Head’s Coffee Morning to
discuss any school-wide concerns or
simply to have a chat.

support with the transition to school.

Admissions
Hermitage is a community school, and admission
arrangements are determined in agreement with the
local authority (LA). The Admissions Authority for our
school is Hillingdon Borough Council, which publishes its
entry regulations every year. Parents can obtain a copy
of these regulations directly from the LA.

The LA’s annual admissions prospectus
informs parents how to apply for a
place at the school of their choice.
Parents have a right to express their
preference, but this does not, in itself,
guarantee a place at that particular
Brochures and paper applications
are available from the LA Schools
Admissions Office; please call
01895 556644.

school. Applications should be made
online, full details and deadline dates
are available at www.hillingdon.gov.uk/
schools.

The admissions limit for the nursery is
currently 26 morning places and 26
afternoon places. Children will be
admitted into nursery in the
September after their third birthday,
subject to the availability of places.

Parents must register their child separately for Reception - securing a place at
nursery does not guarantee a place in school.

The School Day
The school gate opens at 8:30am and class doors open from 8:40am for a soft
start. All pupils should be in class by 8:50am for registration. School finishes at
3:30pm.
Nursery session timings:

Morning: 8:30am - 11.30am
Afternoon: 12.30pm - 3.30pm

‘Always be kind and helpful’

The Curriculum
Foundation Stage
Nursery and Reception have a wonderful state of
the art learning space, encompassing sliding doors
between the classrooms to create a large free-flow
area. At Hermitage we follow the principles of
‘Making Learning Visible’ which aims to create
innovative, flexible learning spaces, responsive to
the needs of the children, which invite curiosity
and discovery. Our pupils make rapid progress,
surpassing national expectations.

Lower Phase (Years 1-3)
Careful planning ensures the transition
from Foundation Stage to Year 1 is as
smooth as possible. The move to a more
formal style of learning is gradual and is
done when the child is ready to move on.
Although the national curriculum is
followed, learning is carefully designed to

Upper Phase (Years 4-6)
Although pupils quickly adjust to more
formal styles of teaching, creativity
and independence of thought is still
valued and encouraged. Pupils cover
areas of learning in more depth and
strive to master an objective before
moving on. Homework is set more
frequently and pupils are supported to
take more responsibility for their own
achievement.

be exciting, engaging the pupils in the
topics and encouraging the pupils to
develop their own lines of enquiry.

Developing Character
Here at Hermitage Primary School, we want our pupils to
develop as well-rounded individuals. We believe that as
well as learning knowledge and skills, it is important that
the children develop personal traits and values that will
equip them for life at school, but will also stay with them
for life.
We have chosen 8 personal traits and 8
values, to fit with the 8 colour bands of
the Hermitage logo, that we believe are
essential to developing character. Pupils
work towards developing these traits
and values on a daily basis.

Assemblies are held twice a week as a whole school.
They are planned around current issues, festivals and
PSHE themes. We also have a weekly Achievement
Assembly to celebrate the successes and achievements
of our pupils. Each class performs a class assembly once
a year based around their current topic with parents and
family invited to watch.

SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and cultural) education
as well as British Values are covered on a daily basis
through Daily Reflection. Each day, as the children
settle for the day ahead they discuss the theme of
the week. Topics such as respect, diversity, equality
and community are covered from Reception through
to Year 6.

Ensuring success for all
At Hermitage, we recognise the uniqueness of every pupil and the contribution
that each individual brings to our community. All children are entitled to a broad
and balanced curriculum. Some children need extra support because of learning
difficulties, language difficulties, physical disabilities or emotional/behavioural
needs. The school aims to identify children with special educational needs early.
Often these difficulties are relatively minor and can be overcome by targeted
support provided by the class teacher and/or teaching assistant. Sometimes,
more long term specialist assistance might need to be provided.
We have a team of
exceptionally well-qualified
staff to support the needs of
our more vulnerable pupils.
This includes a SENCo, an
Inclusion Teacher and a Pupil
Wellbeing Officer.

We are equally alert to the
identification of children who
attain highly. These pupils are
stretched and challenged through
tasks that require higher order
thinking skills and ensure a depth
and mastery of learning.

‘Fulfil responsibilities with care and attention’

Learning Enrichment
Trips & Visits
A number of trips a planned each year to complement the learning carried out in
the classroom. Where possible, visiting actors, artists and professionals speakers
are invited into school to perform plays or to talk to the children about their area
of expertise. Every effort is made to keep costs as low as possible, making use of
free transport where we can.
Upper Phase (Years 4, 5 & 6) are invited to attend a residential trip designed to
develop personal skills such as self-reliance and independence.

Extra-Curricular Clubs
As we finish a little later than most schools in
the area, this allows us to provide extracurricular clubs during the school day. All pupils
from Year 1-6 take part in an hour’s extracurricular club each week. Clubs on offer
include gardening, music, sewing, football and
dancing. As well as this pupils have the
opportunity to take part in after school clubs such as football, netball, judo and
choir. We also have a number of sporting teams who play competitively against
other schools in the borough.

Discovery Days
Each half term, staff and
pupils plan a discovery day
based around a whole school
theme. Pupils spend the day
following their own lines of
enquiry, deepening and
enriching their learning
around a particular concept.
Themes have included:
Enterprise, Science Enquiry
and Healthy Living.

Healthy Eating
We are lucky to have a brand new, state of
the art kitchen from which we serve hot meals
daily. Our caterers, Taylor Shaw, work closely
with us to ensure high quality, healthy meals
every day. There are three options for the
children to choose from each day and a 3
week menu is available on the website.

All children in Nursery, Reception and Key Stage
One are offered a piece of fruit, free of charge,
every day. Milk is also available, free of charge, to
children in Nursery and Reception.

Payments are made through our online cashless payment system. Pupils in Reception –
Year 2 are entitled to a free school meal
every day as are the children in receipt of the
Pupil Premium.

‘Treat everyone and
everything with respect’

Extended School
In order to support busy parents, we offer a before and after school service run by
Hermitage staff.

Club leaders organise a
variety of activities during
the week, encouraging the
children from the different
year groups to play and
learn collaboratively. The
children are encouraged to
help with the preparation
of healthy snacks during
the session.

Breakfast Club: Runs from
7:45am every morning in
term time. A healthy
breakfast of toast, cereal,
milk or juice is served.
After School Club: Runs
from 3:30 until 6pm.

What our pupils have to say
"Hermitage is my favourite place to be.
Everyone cares about each other”
Ben Yr 4

"So many people here have so many different
talents. I like that we celebrate the talents of
others and also try to make ours even better."
Grace Yr 2

"The teachers make learning fun
in lots of different ways.”
Avneet Yr 3

"I love all the different clubs we can do.”
Komal Yr 3

"I love Hermitage Primary School because
I’ve been here for 7 years and have lots of
friends and every year I make some more!"
Jenny Yr 5
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