
Writing in 
Reception

Hermitage Primary School



Writing in the Early Years

Writing is part of Literacy, one of the four 
specific areas in EYFS.

This comes from both literacy and physical 
development, focusing on pencil grip and muscle 
strength.

• Writing – children use their phonic knowledge to write 
words in ways which match their spoken sounds.  They also 
write some irregular common words.  They write simple 
sentences which can be read by themselves and others.  
Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically 
plausible. 

• Moving and handling – children show good control and co-
ordination in large and small movements.  They handle 
equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for 
writing.

Writing at the start of a child’s school journey can be 
seen through mark making.



What does writing look like?

1. Scribbling and drawing, grasping the pen/pencil in a fist.

2. Letter like forms and shapes, using shapes and circles in random 
places, children tell someone what they have ‘written’.

3. Writing random letters, using letters from their name, mostly in 
upper case letters.

4. Letters and spaces, using beginning and end sounds, 
experimenting with writing sentences.

5. Writing and spelling, using phonics sounds to write longer words, 
writing for different purposes.



Writing opportunities in school

• Mark making opportunities are available throughout 
the class.

• Writing opportunities are provided daily throughout 
every area of the classroom.  For example, writing 
numbers in words, labelling countries, writing lists and 
letters.

• Structured adult let writing activities – supporting 
letter formation, writing sounds, using full stops, 
capital letters and finger spaces.

• Links are made between reading and writing in every 
phonics lesson.

• Handwriting and letter formation practice

• Writing in different ways – writing in sand, with paint, 
drawing in different materials, mark making.

• Using whiteboards and pens in areas of the classroom.

• Writing outdoors on whiteboards and with chalk.

• Name writing.

• Fine motor skills to support with hand-eye 
coordination and developing hand strength.



How can you support writing at home?

• Encourage, praise and support!  If your child is 
attempting to mar make, write or use their 
sounds independently this is brilliant!

• You can encourage your child to trace over your 
letters/words to support with letter formation.  
They can then copy the words our themselves 
underneath.

• Use the Read, Write Inc. letter rhymes to support 
with letter formation.

• Please encourage your child to be as independent 
as possible with their writing – every word does 
not need to be spelt correctly!

• If they are drawing a picture, challenge them to 
label or write a sentence about the picture.

• Letter writing, scrapbooks, shopping lists, labelling 
soft toys, post cards are all really engaging ways to 
encourage your child to write.
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